FACT SHEET: COVID‐19 (CORONAVIRUS)
Water and Wastewater Departments
Can I catch COVID‐19 from drinking water?
There is no evidence that the COVID-19 virus is transmitted by drinking water nor any
evidence that drinking water will be infected by coronavirus. The current indications
indicate that the COVID-19 virus is most likely transmitted from person-to-person by
sneezing and coughing.
The sources of water for the Town of Purcellville include the J.T. Hirst Reservoir, which
receives its water from three mountain springs located in a protected watershed, and seven
groundwater wells. The drinking water in Purcellville is high quality and is well treated.
Should I buy bottled water?
There is no need to buy bottled water for drinking. Safe, clean tap water will continue to be
supplied directly to your home every day.
How is the Town protecting the water supply?
Water utilities have stringent hygiene measures in place at water treatment plants. In
addition, there is very limited human contact in the process of treating water for drinking.
Existing water treatment and disinfection processes, including use of chlorine, are effective
in removing viruses from water supplies. Water utilities remain in contact with key
Government agencies to monitor and identify any potential changes in the health impacts
of COVID-19 as it develops.
What if workers are quarantined at home, will water still be supplied?
Water is an essential service and the water utility is well-prepared to manage its response
to COVID-19. The water utility has an existing emergency response plan and is continuing
to modify and update, as needed, in response to the most current available information.
The water department has back-up power and in emergency situations, can be operated
with a small number of staff.
Can COVID‐19 be transmitted by the wastewater system?
There is no evidence that the COVID-19 virus can be transmitted via wastewater systems,
with or without wastewater treatment. Wastewater continues to be managed and treated
properly and carefully by the wastewater department to protect the public health and the
environment. Best practices for protecting the occupational health of workers at
wastewater treatment plants continue to be maintained. The wastewater plant has back-up
power and in emergency situations, can be operated with a small number of staff.

Important reminders to help prevent the spread of COVID‐19:
The CDC recommends practicing good hygiene, including:
• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for 20 seconds. If soap and
water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least
60% alcohol.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Stay home when you are sick.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw it away.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. A list of EPA-approved
cleaners can be found at http://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectantsuse-against-sars-cov-2

