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American Crow

Crows sometimes make and use tools. Examples include a captive crow
using a cup to carry water over to a bowl of dry mash; shaping a piece
of wood and then sticking it into a hole in a fence post in search of food;
and breaking off pieces of pine cone to drop on tree climbers near a nest.

Habitat
American Crows are highly adaptable and will live in any open place that offers a few
trees to perch in and a reliable source of food. Regularly uses both natural and human
created habitats, including farmland, pasture, landfills, city parks, golf courses,
cemeteries, yards, vacant lots, highway turnarounds, feedlots, and the shores of rivers,
streams, and marshes. Crows tend to avoid unbroken expanses of forest, but do show
up at forest campgrounds and travel into forests along roads and rivers. Avoids deserts.
Food
American Crows eat a vast array of foods, including grains, seeds, nuts, fruits, berries,
and many kinds of small animals such as earthworms and mice. They eat many insects,
including some crop pests, and also eat aquatic animals such as fish, young turtles,
crayfish, mussels, and clams. A frequent nest predator, the American Crow eats the
eggs and nestlings of many species including sparrows, robins, jays, terns, loons, and
eiders. Also eats carrion and garbage.
Nest
Crows typically hide their nests in a crotch near the trunk of a tree or on a horizontal
branch, generally towards the top third or quarter of the tree. They prefer to nest in
evergreens, but will nest in deciduous trees when evergreens are less available. The
nest is made largely of medium-sized twigs with an inner cup lined with pine needles,
weeds, soft bark, or animal hair.

American Goldfinch

American Goldfinches are the only finch that molts its body
feathers twice a year, once in late winter and again in late
summer. The brightening yellow of male goldfinches each
spring is one welcome mark of approaching warm months.

Habitat
Weedy fields, open floodplains, and other overgrown areas, particularly with
sunflower, aster, and thistle plants for food and some shrubs and trees for nesting.
Goldfinches are also common in suburbs, parks, and backyards.
Food
Goldfinches eat seeds almost exclusively. Main types include seeds from composite
plants (in the family Asteraceae: sunflowers, thistle, asters, etc.), grasses, and trees
such as alder, birch, western red cedar, and elm. At feeders prefers nyjer and
sunflower.
Nest
Male and female move around together to choose a suitable nest site. The female builds
the nest, usually in a shrub or sapling in a fairly open setting rather than in forest
interior. The nest is often built high in a shrub, where two or three vertical branches
join; usually shaded by clusters of leaves or needles from above, but often open and
visible from below. The nest is an open cup of rootlets and plant fibers lined with plant
down, often woven so tightly that it can hold water. The female lashes the foundation to
supporting branches using spider silk, and makes a downy lining often using the fluffy
“pappus” material taken from the same types of seedheads that goldfinches so
commonly feed on. It takes the female about 6 days to build the nest. The finished nest
is about 3 inches across on the outside and 2-4.5 inches high.

American Robin

Robins eat different types of food depending on the time of day: more earthworms
in the morning and more fruit later in the day. Because the robin forages largely
on lawns, it is vulnerable to pesticide poisoning and can be an important indicator
of chemical pollution.

Habitat
American Robins are common birds across the continent. You’ll find them on lawns,
fields, and city parks, as well as in more wild places like woodlands, forests, mountains
up to near treeline, recently burned forests, and tundra. During winter many robins
move to moist woods where berry-producing trees and shrubs are common.
Food
American Robins eat large numbers of both invertebrates and fruit. Particularly in
spring and summer they eat large numbers of earthworms as well as insects and some
snails. (They have rarely been recorded eating shrews, small snakes, and aquatic
insects.) Robins also eat an enormous variety of fruits, including chokecherries,
hawthorn, dogwood, and sumac fruits, and juniper berries. One study suggested that
robins may try to round out their diet by selectively eating fruits that have bugs in
them.
Nest
Female robins choose the nest sites, which are typically on one or several horizontal
branches hidden in or just below a layer of dense leaves. Nests are typically in the lower
half of a tree, although they can be built as high as the treetop. American Robins also
nest in gutters, eaves, on outdoor light fixtures, and other structures. In western
prairies, American Robins may build their nests on the ground or in thickets, while in
Alaska they sometimes nest on buildings or cliffs.

Black-and-white Warbler

As warblers go, Black-and-white Warblers are
combative: they’ll attack and fight with other species
that enter their territory.

Habitat
Black-and-white Warblers typically use deciduous forests and mixed forests of
deciduous trees and conifers. They can be found in many habitats during migration,
especially woodlots and forests in riparian settings.
Food
Black-and-white Warblers eat mostly insects. Moth and butterfly larvae form the bulk
of their diet during spring migration and throughout the breeding season. Other
arthropod prey includes ants, flies, spiders, click and leaf beetles, wood-borers,
leafhoppers, and weevils. They also feed on insects attracted to Yellow-Bellied
Sapsucker sapwells.
Nest
The female Black-and-white Warbler selects a well-hidden nesting location at the base
of a tree, rock, stump, or fallen log, or under a bush or shrub. Nests are usually built on
the ground but occasionally are placed in a cavity atop a tree stump, in a rock crevice,
or on a mossy bank up to six feet high. The round, open cup-shaped nest is constructed
from dry leaves, bark strips, grass, and pine needles, reaching just over 5 inches in
diameter and 5 inches high. The nest cup, which measures up to 3 inches in diameter
and 2.5 inches high, is lined with moss, horsehair, and dried grasses.

Black Vulture

Black Vultures lack a voice box and so their vocal abilities are
limited to making raspy hisses and grunts.

Habitat
Black Vultures live year-round in forested and open areas of the eastern and southern United
States south to South America. They have expanded their range northward in the last several
decades and are now seen regularly as far north as New England. Most abundant at low
elevations, they breed in dense woodlands but usually forage in open habitats and along roads.
Some live in semirural suburbs. Black Vultures roost in undisturbed stands of tall trees,
including sycamores, pines, hickories, oaks, junipers, and bald cypress, as well as structures
like electrical pylons. Roost sites are often close to water and next to obstructions that generate
updrafts of air, to help the flock take flight in the early morning.
Food
Black Vultures feed almost exclusively on carrion, locating it by soaring high in the skies on
thermals. From this vantage they can spot carcasses and also keep an eye on Turkey Vultures—
which have a more developed sense of smell—and follow them toward food. Black Vultures often gather in numbers at carcasses and then displace Turkey Vultures from the food. Their
carrion diet includes feral hogs, poultry, cattle, donkeys, raccoons, coyotes, opossums, striped
skunks, and armadillos. Sometimes Black Vultures wade into shallow water to feed on floating
carrion, or to catch small fish. They occasionally kill skunks, opossums, night-herons,
leatherback turtle hatchlings, and livestock, including young pigs, lambs, and calves. They also
often investigate dumpsters and landfills to pick at human discards.
Nest
Black Vultures usually nest in dark cavities such as caves, hollow trees, abandoned buildings,
brush piles, thickets, and stumps. Pair reuse successful sites for many years.

Blue Jay

The Blue Jay frequently mimics the calls of hawks, especially the Red-shouldered
Hawk. These calls may provide information to other jays that a hawk is around, or
may be used to deceive other species into believing a hawk is present.

Habitat
Blue Jays are found in all kinds of forests but especially near oak trees; they’re more
abundant near forest edges than in deep forest. They’re common in urban and
suburban areas, especially where oaks or bird feeders are found.
Food
Blue Jays glean insects and take nuts and seeds in trees, shrubs, and on the ground;
they also eat grains. They also take dead and injured small vertebrates. Blue Jays
sometimes raid nests for eggs and nestlings, and sometimes pick up dead or dying
adult birds. Stomach contents over the year are about 22 percent insect. Acorns, nuts,
fruits, and grains made up almost the entire remainder. Of 530 stomachs examined,
traces of bird eggs and nestlings were found in only 6 stomachs, although a search was
specially made for every possible trace of bird remains. Blue Jays hold food items in
feet while pecking them open. They store food in caches to eat later.
Nest
Blue Jays build their nests in the crotch or thick outer branches of a deciduous or coniferous tree, usually 10-25 feet above the ground. Male and female both gather materials
and build the nest, but on average male does more gathering and female more building.
Twigs used in outer part of nest are usually taken from live trees, and birds often
struggle to break them off. Birds may fly great distances to obtain rootlets from
recently dug ditches, fresh graves in cemeteries, and newly fallen trees. Jays may
abandon their nest after detecting a nearby predator.

Canada Goose

Canada Goose threat displays may involve head
pumping, bill opened with tongue raised, hissing,
honking, and vibrating neck feathers.

Habitat
Canada Geese live in a great many habitats near water, grassy fields, and grain fields.
Canada Geese are particularly drawn to lawns for two reasons: they can digest grass,
and when they are feeding with their young, manicured lawns give them a wide, unobstructed view of any approaching predators. So they are especially abundant in parks,
airports, golf courses, and other areas with expansive lawns.
Food
In spring and summer, geese concentrate their feeding on grasses and sedges, including skunk cabbage leaves and eelgrass. During fall and winter, they rely more on berries and seeds, including agricultural grains, and seem especially fond of blueberries.
They’re very efficient at removing kernels from dry corn cobs. Two subspecies have
adapted to urban environments and graze on domesticated grasses year round.

Nest
On the ground, usually on a muskrat mound or other slightly elevated site, near water.
They prefer a spot from which they can have a fairly unobstructed view in many directions. Female selects the site and does much of nest construction. She adds down feathers and some body feathers beginning after the second egg is laid. She does all the incubation while her mate guards her and the nest.

Carolina Chickadee

In winter, Carolina Chickadees live in flocks of two to
eight birds and defend areas against other flocks.

Habitat
Carolina Chickadees may be found in deciduous and mixed deciduous-coniferous
woodlands, swamps, riparian areas, open woods and parks, and also in suburban and
urban areas.
Food
In winter, the Carolina Chickadee’s diet is about half plant, half animal. The rest of the
year about 80–90 percent of their diet is animal (mostly insects and spiders). Carolina
Chickadees glean insects from foliage and tree bark, often hanging upside down to do
so. They hold seeds and insects in their feet, wedged against the branch they’re perched
on, to peck into them. They readily use bird feeders.
Nest
Carolina Chickadees excavate or find an unused cavity, usually 2-25 feet up in a tree.
When a territory is near a forest edge, half of all cavities used face the nearby clearing.
Both members of a pair excavate a cavity or choose a cavity or nest box. Carolina
Chickadees don’t seem to have a preference for nest boxes filled with or without s
awdust. The female builds the nest base with moss and sometimes strips of bark. Then
she adds a thick lining of hair and/or plant fibers.

Carolina Wren

Carolina Wrens defend their territories with constant singing; they
aggressively scold and chase off intruders.

Habitat
Carolina Wrens frequent vegetated habitats such as brushy thickets, lowland cypress
swamps, bottomland woods, and ravines choked with hemlock and rhododendron.
They gravitate toward shrubby, wooded residential areas, overgrown farmland,
dilapidated buildings, and brushy suburban yards.
Food
Insects and spiders make up the bulk of this wren’s diet. Common foods include
caterpillars, moths, stick bugs, leafhoppers, beetles, grasshoppers, crickets, and
cockroaches. Carolina Wrens occasionally eat lizards, frogs, or snakes. They also
consume a small amount of plant matter, such as fruit pulp and seeds from bayberry,
sweetgum, or poison ivy.
Nest
Carolina Wrens nest in open cavities 3–6 feet off the ground, in trees, overhangs and
stumps. The first nest is sometimes built on vegetation-shaded ground. Near homes,
they're versatile nesters, making use of discarded flowerpots, mailboxes, propane-tank
covers, and a variety of other items. Their nests have even been found in old coat
pockets and boots. Males often build multiple nests before the pair makes a final
selection. Nests may range from 3 to 9 inches long and 3 to 6 inches wide.

Cedar Waxwing

The Cedar Waxwing is one of the few North American
birds that specializes in eating fruit.

Habitat
Cedar Waxwings inhabit deciduous, coniferous, and mixed woodlands, particularly
areas along streams. You may also find them in old fields, grasslands, sagebrush, and
even along desert washes. With the spread of ornamental berry trees in landscaping,
Cedar Waxwings are increasingly common in towns and suburbs. In winter, Cedar
Waxwings are most abundant around fruiting plants in open woodlands, parks,
gardens, forest edges, and second-growth forests.
Food
Cedar Waxwings feed mainly on fruits year-round. In summer, they feed on fruits such
as serviceberry, strawberry, mulberry, dogwood, and raspberries. The birds’ name
derives from their appetite for cedar berries in winter; they also eat mistletoe,
madrone, juniper, mountain ash, honeysuckle, crabapple, hawthorn, and Russian olive
fruits. In summer Cedar Waxwings supplement their fruit diet with protein-rich insects
including mayflies, dragonflies, and stoneflies, often caught on the wing. They also pick
items such as scale insects, spruce budworm, and leaf beetles directly from vegetation.
Nest
Cedar Waxwing pairs look for nest sites together, but the female makes the decision.
She typically chooses the fork of a horizontal branch, anywhere from 3 to 50 feet high.
Many tree species are used, including maples, pines, red cedar, white cedar, apple,
pear, hawthorn, and bur oak. Sometimes waxwings put their nests in vertical forks,
vine tangles, or resting on a single horizontal branch.

Downy Woodpecker

Woodpeckers don’t sing songs, but they drum loudly against pieces of wood
or metal to achieve the same effect. People sometimes think this drumming is
part of the birds’ feeding habits, but it isn’t. In fact, feeding birds make
surprisingly little noise even when they’re digging vigorously into wood.

Habitat
Open woodlands, particularly deciduous woods and along streams. Also found in
created habitats including orchards, parks, and suburbs. You may also find Downy
Woodpeckers in open areas, where they can nest along fencerows and feed amid tall
weeds.
Food
Downy Woodpeckers eat mainly insects, including beetle larvae that live inside wood or
tree bark as well as ants and caterpillars. They eat pest insects including corn earworm,
tent caterpillars, bark beetles, and apple borers. About a quarter of their diet consists of
plant material, particularly berries, acorns, and grains. Downy Woodpeckers are
common feeder birds, eating suet and black oil sunflower seeds and occasionally
drinking from hummingbird feeders.
\
Nest
Downy Woodpeckers nest in dead trees or in dead parts of live trees. They typically
choose a small stub (averaging around 7 inches in diameter) that leans away from the
vertical, and place the entrance hole on the underside. Nest trees are often deciduous
and the wood is often infected with a fungus that softens the wood, making excavating
easier. Both male and female excavate the nest hole, a job that takes 1 to 3 weeks. Entrance holes are round and 1-1.5 inches across. Cavities are 6-12 inches deep and widen
toward the bottom to make room for eggs and the incubating bird. The cavity is lined
only with wood chips.

Great Blue Heron

Despite their impressive size, Great Blue Herons weigh only
5 to 6 pounds thanks in part to their hollow bones—a
feature all birds share.

Habitat
Great Blue Herons live in both freshwater and saltwater habitats, and also forage in
grasslands and agricultural fields, where they stalk frogs and mammals. Most breeding
colonies are located within 2 to 4 miles of feeding areas, often in isolated swamps or on
islands, and near lakes and ponds bordered by forests.
Food
Great Blue Herons eat nearly anything within striking distance, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, small mammals, insects, and other birds. They grab smaller prey in their
strong mandibles or use their dagger-like bills to impale larger fish, often shaking them
to break or relax the sharp spines before gulping them down.
Nest
Great Blue Herons nest mainly in trees, but will also nest on the ground, on bushes, in
mangroves, and on structures such as duck blinds, channel markers, or artificial nest
platforms. Males arrive at the colony and settle on nest sites; from there, they court
passing females. Colonies can consist of 500 or more individual nests, with multiple
nests per tree built 100 or more feet off the ground. Male Great Blue Herons collect
much of the nest material, gathering sticks from the ground and nearby shrubs and
trees, and from unguarded and abandoned nests, and presenting them to the female.
She weaves a platform and a saucer-shaped nest cup, lining it with pine needles, moss,
reeds, dry grass, mangrove leaves, or small twigs.

Grey Catbird

The Gray Catbird’s long song may last for up to 10 minutes.

Habitat
Gray Catbirds live amid dense shrubs, vine tangles, and thickets of young trees in both
summer and winter. Human disturbance and development often create these habitats
in the form of clearings, roadsides, fencerows, abandoned farmland, and residential
areas. On tropical wintering grounds catbirds spend more time in forests than they do
while in North America.
Food
In summer, Gray Catbirds eat mainly ants, beetles, grasshoppers, midges, caterpillars,
and moths. When fruits are available they also eat holly berries, cherries, elderberries,
poison ivy, greenbrier, bay, and blackberries. They are sometimes garden pests, eating
or damaging raspberries, cherries, grapes, and strawberries.
Nest
Catbirds usually build nests on horizontal branches hidden at the center of dense
shrubs, small trees, or in vines, including dogwood, hawthorn, cherry, rose, elderberry,
grape, honeysuckle, and blackberry. Nests are typically around 4 feet off the ground,
but may be on the ground or as high as 60 feet. Females build the nests, with males
sometimes supplying materials. Nests take 5-6 days to build. The final product is a
bulky, open cup made of twigs, straw, bark, mud, and sometimes pieces of trash. It has
a finely woven inner lining of grass, hair, rootlets, and pine needles. Finished nests are
about 5.5 inches across and 2 inches deep.

Hairy Woodpecker

The larger of two look alikes, the Hairy Woodpecker is a small but powerful
bird that forages along trunks and main branches of large trees. It wields a
much longer bill than the Downy Woodpecker's almost thornlike bill.

Habitat
Hairy Woodpeckers are common in mature woodlands with medium to large trees.
They also occur in woodlots, suburbs, parks, and cemeteries. You can find them equally
commonly in coniferous forests, deciduous forests, or mixtures, and generally up to
about 6,500 feet elevation. Also found at forest edges, around beaver ponds, in recently
burned forests, southern swamps, open pine, oak, or birch woodlands, and orchards.
Food
More than 75% of the Hairy Woodpecker’s diet is made up of insects, particularly the
larvae of wood-boring beetles and bark beetles, ants, and moth pupae in their cocoons.
To a lesser extent they also eat bees, wasps, caterpillars, spiders, millipedes, and rarely
cockroaches, crickets, and grasshoppers. Bark beetles sometimes cause extensive
infestations in thousands of live trees, their populations reaching into the billions.
When this happens, Hairy Woodpeckers often appear in large numbers to eat the
larvae. Elsewhere, a little more than 20% of Hairy Woodpecker diet is made up of fruit
and seeds. Hairy Woodpeckers are common visitors at feeders, eating suet and
sunflower seeds.
Nest
Hairy Woodpeckers typically excavate their nests in the dead stub of a living tree,
especially trees with heartrot, or in a dead tree. The cavity is often in a branch or stub
that isn’t perfectly vertical, with the entrance hole on the underside. This location may
help keep flying squirrels and sapsuckers from trying to take over the hole. Hairy
Woodpeckers begin excavating their nests less than 2 weeks before egg-laying begins.

Indigo Bunting

Like all other blue birds, Indigo Buntings lack blue pigment. Their jewel-like color
comes instead from microscopic structures in the feathers that refract and reflect
blue light, much like the airborne particles that cause the sky to look blue.

Habitat
Indigo Buntings breed in brushy and weedy areas. They're common on the edges of
woods and fields; along roads, streams, rivers, and powerline cuts; in logged forest
plots, brushy canyons, and abandoned fields where shrubby growth is returning. While
migrating and in winter, Indigo Buntings forage in fields, lawns, grasslands, rice fields,
as well as in shrubs, and trees.
Food
Indigo Buntings eat small seeds, berries, buds, and insects. Common seed forage
includes thistles, dandelions, goldenrods, and grain such as oats; berries eaten include
blueberries, strawberries, blackberries, serviceberries, and elderberries. Spiders and
insect prey, which form the majority of their diet during summer months, may include
caterpillars, grasshoppers, aphids, cicadas and beetles such as canker worms, click
beetles, and weevils. The brown-tail moth caterpillar, which is covered with noxious
hairs that cause nasty rashes and respiratory problems in people, presents no obstacle
to a hungry bunting. On arrival to breeding grounds in spring, Indigo Buntings may
feed on twigs, buds, and leaves of trees including aspen, cottonwood, oaks, beech, elm,
maple, and hickory.
Nest
Indigo Buntings nest in fields and on the edges of woods, roadsides, and railroad rights
-of-way. The female chooses a concealed nest site in low vegetation, within a meter of
the ground. She locates the nest in a crotch or fork where branches meet, amid a
supporting network of vertical and diagonal twigs. Occasionally an Indigo Bunting
builds her nest in crop plants like corn or soybeans.

Mourning Dove

Mourning Doves fly fast on powerful wingbeats, sometimes making
sudden ascents, descents, and dodges, their pointed tails
stretching behind them.

Habitat
Primarily a bird of open country, scattered trees, and woodland edges, but large
numbers roost in woodlots during winter. Feeds on ground in grasslands, agricultural
fields, backyards, and roadsides.
Food
Seeds make up 99 percent of a Mourning Dove’s diet, including cultivated grains and
even peanuts, as well as wild grasses, weeds, herbs, and occasionally berries. They
sometimes eat snails. Mourning Doves eat roughly 12 to 20 percent of their body
weight per day, or 71 calories on average.
Nest
Typically nests amid dense foliage on the branch of an evergreen, orchard tree,
mesquite, cottonwood, or vine. Also quite commonly nests on the ground, particularly
in the West. Unbothered by nesting around humans, Mourning Doves may even nest
on gutters, eaves, or abandoned equipment. A flimsy assembly of pine needles, twigs,
and grass stems, unlined and with little insulation for the young. Over 2 to 4 days, the
male carries twigs to the female, passing them to her while standing on her back; the
female weaves them into a nest about 8 inches across. Mourning Doves sometimes
reuse their own or other species’ nests.

Northern Cardinal

Only a few female North American songbirds sing, but the female
Northern Cardinal does, and often while sitting on the nest. This may
give the male information about when to bring food to the nest.

Habitat
Look for Northern Cardinals in dense shrubby areas such as forest edges, overgrown
fields, hedgerows, backyards, marshy thickets, mesquite, regrowing forest, and
ornamental landscaping. Cardinals nest in dense foliage and look for conspicuous,
fairly high perches for singing. Growth of towns and suburbs across eastern North
America has helped the cardinal expand its range northward.
Food
Northern Cardinals eat mainly seeds and fruit, supplementing these with insects (and
feeding nestlings mostly insects). Common fruits and seeds include dogwood, wild
grape, buckwheat, grasses, sedges, mulberry, hackberry, blackberry, sumac, tulip-tree,
and corn. Cardinals eat many kinds of birdseed, particularly black oil sunflower seed.
They also eat beetles, crickets, katydids, leafhoppers, cicadas, flies, centipedes, spiders,
butterflies, and moths.
Nest
A week or two before the female starts building, she starts to visit possible nest sites
with the male following along. The pair call back and forth and hold nesting material in
their bills as they assess each site. Nests tend to be wedged into a fork of small
branches in a sapling, shrub, or vine tangle, 1-15 feet high and hidden in dense foliage.
They use many kinds of trees and shrubs, including dogwood, honeysuckle, hawthorn,
grape, red cedar, spruce, pines, hemlock, rose bushes, blackberry brambles, elms, sugar
maples, and box elders.

Northern Flicker

Like most woodpeckers, Northern Flickers drum on objects as a form of
communication and territory defense. In such cases, the object is to make as loud a
noise as possible, and that’s why woodpeckers sometimes drum on metal objects.

Habitat
Look for Northern Flickers in woodlands, forest edges, and open fields with scattered
trees, as well as city parks and suburbs. In the western mountains they occur in most
forest types, including burned forests, all the way up to treeline. You can also find them
in wet areas such as streamside woods, flooded swamps, and marsh edges.
Food
Northern Flickers eat mainly insects, especially ants and beetles that they gather from
the ground. They also eat fruits and seeds, especially in winter. Flickers often go after
ants underground (where the nutritious larvae live), hammering at the soil the way
other woodpeckers drill into wood. They’ve been seen breaking into cow patties to eat
insects living within. Their tongues can dart out 2 inches beyond the end of the bill to
snare prey. Other invertebrates eaten include flies, butterflies, moths, and snails.
Flickers also eat berries and seeds, especially in winter, including poison oak and ivy,
dogwood, sumac, wild cherry and grape, bayberries, hackberries, and elderberries, and
sunflower and thistle seeds.
Nest
Northern Flickers usually excavate nest holes in dead or diseased tree trunks or large
branches. Unlike many woodpeckers, flickers often reuse cavities that they or another
species excavated in a previous year. Nests are generally placed 6-15 feet off the
ground, but on rare occasions can be over 100 feet high. Northern Flickers have been
known to nest in old burrows of Belted Kingfishers or Bank Swallows.

Northern Mockingbird

Northern Mockingbirds continue to add new sounds to their repertoires
throughout their lives. A male may learn around 200 songs throughout its life.

Habitat
Year-round the Northern Mockingbird is found in areas with open ground and with
shrubby vegetation like hedges, fruiting bushes, and thickets. When foraging on the
ground, it prefers grassy areas, rather than bare spots. Common places to find
Northern Mockingbirds include parkland, cultivated land, suburban areas and in
second growth habitat at low elevations.
Food
Northern Mockingbirds eat mainly insects in summer but switch to eating mostly fruit
in fall and winter. Among their animal prey are beetles, earthworms, moths, butterflies,
ants, bees, wasps, grasshoppers, and sometimes small lizards. They eat a wide variety
of berries, including from ornamental bushes, as well as fruits from multiflora rose.
They’ve been seen drinking sap from the cuts on recently pruned trees.

Nest
Northern Mockingbirds nest in shrubs and trees, typically 3-10 feet off the ground but
sometimes as high as 60 feet. The male probably chooses the nest site and begins
building several nests before the female chooses one to finish and lay eggs in. Females
may start laying in a second nest while the male is still caring for fledglings from the
previous one. Northern Mockingbirds rarely ever reuse their nests.

Pileated Woodpecker

The Pileated Woodpecker is one of the biggest,
most striking forest birds on the continent.

Habitat
Pileated Woodpeckers live in mature deciduous or mixed deciduous-coniferous
woodlands of nearly every type, from tall western hemlock stands of the Northwest to
beech and maple forests in New England and cypress swamps of the Southeast. They
can also be found in younger forests that have scattered, large, dead trees or a ready
supply of decaying, downed wood. Throughout their range, Pileated Woodpeckers can
also be found in suburban areas with large trees and patches of woodland.
Food
The Pileated Woodpecker’s primary food is carpenter ants, supplemented by other
ants, woodboring beetle larvae, termites, and other insects such as flies, spruce
budworm, caterpillars, cockroaches, and grasshoppers. They also eat wild fruits and
nuts, including greenbrier, hackberry, sassafrass, blackberries, sumac berries, poison
ivy, holly, dogwood, persimmon, and elderberry. In some diet studies, ants constituted
40 percent of the diet, and up to 97 percent in some individuals. Occasionally, Pileated
Woodpeckers visit backyard bird feeders for seeds or suet.
Nest
Nest trees are typically dead and within a mature or old stand of coniferous or
deciduous trees, but may also be in dead trees in younger forests or even in cities. Dead
trees are a valuable resource as nest sites or shelter for birds and other animals, and
Pileated Woodpeckers battle for ownership with Wood Ducks, European Starlings,
Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Red-headed Woodpeckers, Eastern Bluebirds, and Great
Crested Flycatchers. Occasionally bats and swifts share roost cavities with Pileated
Woodpeckers.

Red-bellied Woodpecker

A Red-bellied Woodpecker can stick out its tongue nearly 2 inches
past the end of its beak. The tip is barbed and the bird’s spit is sticky,
making it easier to snatch prey from deep crevices.

Habitat
You can find this species across most of the forests, woodlands, and wooded suburbs of
the eastern United States, including oak-hickory forest, pine-hardwood forest, maple
and tulip-poplar stands, and pine flatwoods. It’s a bit more common in river bottoms
and wetlands, in the south of its range, and at elevations below about 2,000 feet.
Food
Though this bird mainly eats insects, spiders, and other arthropods, it eats plenty of
plant material, too. In particular, acorns, nuts, and pine cones, as well as seeds
extracted from annual and perennial plants and (particularly in fall and winter) fruits
ranging from grapes and hackberries to oranges and mangoes. Occasionally eats
lizards, nestling birds, even minnows.
Nest
Nests in dead trees (hardwoods or pines), dead limbs of live trees, and fence posts. The
same pair may nest in the same tree year after year, but typically excavate a new cavity
each year, often placing the new one beneath the previous year’s. Red-bellied
Woodpeckers lay their eggs on the bed of wood chips left over after excavating their
nest cavity. Nest holes are 22 to 32 centimeters deep, with a cylindrical living space of
roughly 9 by 13 centimeters.

Red-shouldered Hawk

Although the American Crow often mobs the Red-shouldered Hawk,
sometimes the relationship is not so one-sided. They may chase each other
and try to steal food from each other. They may also both attack a Great
Horned Owl and join forces to chase the owl out of the hawk's territory.

Habitat
Red-shouldered Hawks are forest raptors. In the East, they live in bottomland
hardwood stands, flooded deciduous swamps, and upland mixed deciduous–conifer
forests. They tend to live in stands with an open subcanopy, which makes it easier for
them to hunt. They are not exclusively birds of deep forest, though; you’ll find
Red-shouldered Hawks in some suburban areas where houses or other buildings are
mixed into woodlands. In the West, they live in riparian and oak woodlands, and also
in eucalyptus groves and some residential areas.
Food
Red-shouldered Hawks eat mostly small mammals, lizards, snakes, and amphibians.
They hunt from perches below the forest canopy or at the edge of a pond, sitting
silently until they sight their prey below. Then they descend swiftly, gliding and
snatching a vole or chipmunk off the forest floor. They also eat toads, snakes, and
crayfish. They occasionally eat birds, sometimes from bird feeders; recorded prey
include sparrows, starlings, and doves.
Nest
Red-shouldered Hawks often reuse nests from past years. Scientists don’t know which
sex originally selects the nest site, although the male typically arrives back at the nest
site first and defends the territory until the female arrives. They typically place their
nests in a broad-leaved tree (occasionally in a conifer), below the forest canopy but
toward the tree top, usually in the crotch of the main trunk. Nest trees are often near a
pond, stream, or swamp, and can be in suburban neighborhoods or parks.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

The Ruby-throated Hummingbird beats its wings about
53 times a second.

Habitat
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds occur in deciduous woodlands of eastern North America
as well as across the Canadian prairies. Commonly associated with old fields, forest
edges, meadows, orchards, stream borders, and backyards. On their tropical wintering
grounds, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds live in dry forests, citrus groves, hedgerows,
and scrub.
Food
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds feed on the nectar of red or orange tubular flowers such
as trumpet creeper, cardinal flower, honeysuckle, jewelweed, bee-balm, red buckeye
and red morning glory, as well as at hummingbird feeders and, sometimes, tree sap.
Hummingbirds also catch insects in midair or pull them out of spider webs. Main
insect prey includes mosquitoes, gnats, fruit flies, and small bees; also eats spiders.
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds sometimes take insects attracted to sap wells or picks
small caterpillars and aphids from leaves.
Nest
Females build their nests on a slender, often descending branch, usually of deciduous
trees like oak, hornbeam, birch, poplar, or hackberry; sometimes pine. Nests are
usually 10-40 feet above the ground. Nests have also been found on loops of chain,
wire, and extension cords. The nest is the size of large thimble, built directly on top of
the branch rather than in a fork.

Scarlet Tanager

Scarlet Tanagers are strong fliers, making swift,
direct flights and migrating long distances in
fall and spring.

Habitat
Scarlet Tanagers breed in mature deciduous forests and mixed deciduous-coniferous forests in eastern
North America. They nest in oak, pine-oak, oak-hickory, beech, hemlock-hardwood, and occasionally
pure eastern hemlock forests. In Canada they sometimes extend into boreal forests in stands of aspen,
balsam poplar, and birch. Breeding Scarlet Tanagers prefer large forest tracts with large trees. During
spring and fall they use similar forest habitats as well as open spaces such as parks and gardens. When
they arrive in the southern United States coast in early spring they feed in shrubby vegetation, grassy
fields, and on the ground. Scarlet Tanagers winter in mature forests and forest edges in northern and
western South America, mostly on hills and mountains. They range south as far as the Bolivian lowlands.
Food
Scarlet Tanagers eat mainly insects along with some fruit and tender buds. Their invertebrate diet
includes ants, sawflies, moths, butterflies, beetles, flies, cicadas, leafhoppers, spittlebugs, treehoppers,
plant lice, scale insects, termites, grasshoppers, locusts, dragonflies, dobsonflies, snails, earthworms,
and spiders. While searching for these tidbits they walk along branches high in the canopy or (rarely)
along the ground, or vertically on tree trunks to probe the bark. Scarlet Tanagers perch or hover with fast
wingbeats to grab insects from leaves, bark, and flowers, and they catch flying insects like bees, wasps,
and hornets from the air. They swallow small larvae whole, but they kill larger prey by pressing it into a
branch. In the winter, they forage in mixed-species flocks with woodcreepers, flycatchers, barbets, and
tropical tanagers.
Nest
The female chooses the nest site, usually selecting a shaded spot within a cluster of leaves at a juncture of
small branches. Nests are often fairly high (50 feet or more from the ground) on a nearly horizontal
branch well away from the trunk. The site usually has an unobstructed view of the ground and open
flyways from nearby trees. Scarlet Tanagers tend to nest in mature deciduous trees such as maple, beech,
and oak, but they also nest in eastern hemlock.

Tufted Titmouse

When they find large seeds, such as the sunflower seeds they take
from bird feeders, titmice typically hold the seed with their feet and
hammer it open with their beaks. In fall and winter they often hoard
these shelled seeds in bark crevices.

Habitat
Tufted Titmice live in deciduous woods or mixed evergreen-deciduous woods, typically
in areas with a dense canopy and many tree species. They are also common in
orchards, parks, and suburban areas. Generally found at low elevations, Tufted Titmice
are rarely reported at elevations above 2,000 feet.
Food
Tufted Titmice eat mainly insects in the summer, including caterpillars, beetles, ants
and wasps, stink bugs, and treehoppers, as well as spiders and snails. Tufted Titmice
also eat seeds, nuts, and berries, including acorns and beech nuts. Experiments with
Tufted Titmice indicate they always choose the largest seeds they can when foraging.
Nest
Tufted Titmice nest in cavities but aren’t able to excavate them on their own. They use
natural holes and old nest holes made by several woodpecker species, including large
species such as Pileated Woodpecker and Northern Flicker. Additionally, Tufted
Titmice also nest in artificial structures including nest boxes, fenceposts, and metal
pipes. Titmice build cup-shaped nests inside the nest cavity using damp leaves, moss
and grasses, and bark strips. They line this cup with soft materials such as hair, fur,
wool, and cotton, sometimes plucking hairs directly from living mammals. Naturalists
examining old nests have identified raccoon, opossum, dog, fox squirrel, red squirrel,
rabbit, horse, cow, cat, mouse, woodchuck, and even human hair in titmouse nests.
Nest construction takes 6 to 11 days.

White-breasted Nuthatch

They get their common name from their habit of jamming large
nuts and acorns into tree bark, then whacking them with their
sharp bill to “hatch” out the seed from the inside.

Habitat
White-breasted Nuthatches are birds of mature woods, and they’re more often found in
deciduous than coniferous forests (where Red-breasted Nuthatches are more likely).
You can also find them at woodland edges and in open areas with large trees, such as
parks, wooded suburbs, and yards.
Food
White-breasted Nuthatches eat mainly insects, including weevil larvae, wood-boring
beetle larvae, other beetles, tree hoppers, scale insects, ants, gall fly larvae, caterpillars
(including gypsy moths and tent caterpillars), stinkbugs, and click beetles, as well as
spiders. They also eat seeds and nuts, including acorns, hawthorn, sunflower seeds,
and sometimes crops such as corn. At birdfeeders they eat sunflower seeds, peanuts,
suet, and peanut butter.

Nest
White-breasted Nuthatches typically build their nests in natural tree cavities or
abandoned woodpecker holes. They sometimes enlarge these holes but rarely excavate
them entirely on their own (as Red-breasted Nuthatches often do). Nuthatches are
smaller than woodpeckers, and White-breasted Nuthatches don’t seem bothered by
nest holes considerably larger than they are. Despite their association with deciduous
woods, they nest in both coniferous and deciduous trees. White-breasted Nuthatches
sometimes use nest boxes.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Yellow-belled Sapsuckers perch upright on trees, leaning on their tails like other
woodpeckers. They feed at sapwells—neat rows of shallow holes they drill in tree
bark. They lap up the sugary sap along with any insects that may get caught there.
Habitat
In spring and summer, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers favor young forests and edge habitat, especially areas
regenerating from timber harvesting. There they find lots of fast-growing trees ripe for sapwells (and
since they can spend half their time or more tending to or feeding from their sapwells, sapsuckers needs
lots of trees for tapping). So unlike most woodpecker species, sapsuckers don’t rely on dead trees for
feeding, although they do search for trees with decayed heartwood or dead limbs for their cavity nests.
On their wintering grounds, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers aren’t as selective in habitat, as they’re found
from bottomland hardwood forests to as high as 10,000 feet, though never in pure conifer stands. In
winter, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers can be found in forests of hickory or pines and oaks.
Food
As the name indicates, sapsuckers rely on sap as a main food source. Just like people who tap maple
trees to make maple syrup, these birds drill their wells in early spring. Sapsucker wells are neatly
organized, with several holes drilled in horizontal rows. The bird first drills narrow, circular wells into
the tree’s xylem—the inner part of the trunk—to feed on sap moving up to the branches in early spring.
Then, after the tree leafs out, the sapsucker begins making shallower, rectangular wells in the phloem,
the part of the trunk that carries sap down from the leaves. This sap can be more than 10 percent sugar.
These phloem wells must be continually maintained with fresh drilling, so the sap will continue to flow.
Sapsuckers tend to choose sick or wounded trees for drilling their wells, and they choose tree species
with high sugar concentrations in their sap, such as paper birch, yellow birch, sugar maple, red maple,
and hickory. They drill wells for sap throughout the year, on both their breeding and wintering grounds.
In addition to sap, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers also eat insects (mostly ants) and spiders, gleaning them
from beneath a tree’s bark like other woodpeckers. And at times they perch at the edge of a tree branch
and launch after flying insects to capture them in midair, like a flycatcher. Sapsuckers are also attracted
to orchards, where they drill wells in the trees and eat fruit.
Nest
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers choose many of the same tree species for nesting that they use for drilling
wells, including aspen, birch, maple, beech, and elm. Trees used for nesting are often alive but are
usually infected with a fungus that causes the tree’s heartwood or sapwood to decay, making excavation
easier. The male chooses the nest tree most of the time. Cavity nests may be reused for several breeding
seasons, for up to 7 years.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Yellow-billed Cuckoos are among the few bird species able to
eat hairy caterpillars. In the East they eat large numbers of
tent caterpillars—as many as 100 in one sitting.

Habitat
Yellow-billed Cuckoos use wooded habitat with dense cover and water nearby, including
woodlands with low, scrubby, vegetation, overgrown orchards, abandoned farmland, and dense
thickets along streams and marshes. In the Midwest, look for cuckoos in shrublands of mixed
willow and dogwood, and in dense stands of small trees such as American elm. In the
Southwest, Yellow-Billed Cuckoos are rare breeders in riparian woodlands of willows,
cottonwoods and dense stands of mesquite to breed.
Food
Caterpillars top the list of Yellow-Billed Cuckoo prey: individual cuckoos eat thousands of
caterpillars per season. On the East coast, periodic outbreaks of tent caterpillars draw cuckoos
to the tentlike webs, where they may eat as many as 100 caterpillars at a sitting. Fall webworms
and the larvae of gypsy, brown-tailed, and white-marked tussock moths are also part of the
cuckoo’s lepidopteran diet, often supplemented with beetles, ants, and spiders. They also take
advantage of the annual outbreaks of cicadas, katydids, and crickets, and will hop to the ground
to chase frogs and lizards. In summer and fall, cuckoos forage on small wild fruits, including
elderberries, blackberries and wild grapes. In winter, fruit and seeds become a larger part of
the diet.
Nest
Pairs may visit prospective nest sites multiple times before building a nest together. Nest
heights can range from 3 feet to as much as 90 feet off the ground, with the nest placed on a
horizontal branch or in the fork of a tree or large shrub. In the central and eastern U.S.,
Yellow-billed Cuckoos nest in oaks, beech, hawthorn, and ash. Pine, juniper, and fir are used
less frequently. In the West, nests are often placed in willows along streams and rivers, with
nearby cottonwoods serving as foraging sites.

Yellow-rumped Warbler

If another bird gets too close, Yellow-rumped Warblers
indicate the infraction by holding the body horizontally,
fanning the tail, and raising it to form a right angle with its body.
Habitat
Yellow-rumped Warblers spend the breeding season in mature coniferous and mixed coniferousdeciduous woodlands (such as in patches of aspen, birch, or willow). In the western U.S. and in the
central Appalachian mountains, they are found mostly in mountainous areas. In the Pacific Northwest
and the Northeast, they occur all the way down to sea level wherever conifers are present. During winter,
Yellow-rumped Warblers find open areas with fruiting shrubs or scattered trees, such as parks,
streamside woodlands, open pine and pine-oak forest, dunes (where bayberries are common), and
residential areas. On their tropical wintering grounds they live in mangroves, thorn scrub, pine-oak-fir
forests, and shade coffee plantations.
Food
Yellow-rumped Warblers eat mainly insects in the summer, including caterpillars and other larvae, leaf
beetles, bark beetles, weevils, ants, scale insects, aphids, grasshoppers, caddisflies, craneflies, and gnats,
as well as spiders. They also eat spruce budworm, a serious forest pest, during outbreaks. On migration
and in winter they eat great numbers of fruits, particularly bayberry and wax myrtle, which their
digestive systems are uniquely suited among warblers to digest. The habit is one reason why
Yellow-rumped Warblers winter so much farther north than other warbler species. Other commonly
eaten fruits include juniper berries, poison ivy, poison oak, greenbrier, grapes, Virginia creeper, and
dogwood. They eat wild seeds such as from beach grasses and goldenrod, and they may come to feeders,
where they'll take sunflower seeds, raisins, peanut butter, and suet. On their wintering grounds in
Mexico they've been seen sipping the sweet honeydew liquid excreted by aphids.
Nest
Yellow-rumped Warblers put their nests on the horizontal branch of a conifer, anywhere from 4 to about
50 feet high. Tree species include hemlock, spruce, white cedar, pine, Douglas-fir, and larch or tamarack.
They may build their nests far out on a main branch or tuck it close to the trunk in a secure fork of two or
more branches. Occasionally nest are built in a deciduous tree such as a maple, oak, or birch.

White-throated Sparrow

White-throated Sparrows hop when they’re on the ground rather than walking or
running. They forage in the leaf litter, often using both feet at once to scratch
backwards, then pounce forward at anything they’ve uncovered.

Habitat
In summer, White-throated Sparrows are birds of forests across Canada, the northeastern U.S.,
and the northern Midwest. Look for them in either coniferous or deciduous forests up to
treeline, especially around openings with low, dense vegetation; in areas regrowing after
logging, fires, or insect damage; or edges of ponds, meadows, and bogs. During migration and
winter, you’ll find White-throated Sparrows along edges of woodlots, hedgerows, thickets,
weedy fields, suburbs, backyards, and city parks.
Food
White-throated Sparrows eat mainly the seeds of grasses and weeds, including ragweed and
buckwheat, as well as fruits of sumac, grape, cranberry, mountain ash, rose, blueberry,
blackberry, and dogwood. In summer they eat large numbers of insects that they catch on the
forest floor or, occasionally on quick flights out from low vegetation. These include dragonflies,
wasps, stinkbugs, beetles, flies, and caterpillars, as well as spiders, millipedes, centipedes, and
snails. Parents feed their nestlings almost exclusively animal matter. During winter,
White-throated Sparrows readily visit bird feeders for millet and black oil sunflower seeds. In
spring they eat the tender buds, blossoms, and young seeds of oak, apple, maple, beech, and
elm.
Nest
Female White-throated Sparrows put their nests on or just above the ground, typically in level
areas in clearings with dense ground vegetation. The nest is usually built under shrubs, grasses,
or ferns, sometimes even beneath dead vegetation from the previous year. Birds sometimes put
their nests off the ground, particularly if they lost a previous nest to a predator. These nests
may be in roots of an upturned tree, brush piles, in shrubs or ferns, or as high as 10 feet up in a
coniferous tree.

