MINUTES
PURCELLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018, 7 :00 PM
TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The regular meeting of the Purcellville Town Council convened at 7:00 PM in Council
Chambers with the following in attendance:
PRESENT:

Kwasi Fraser, Mayor
Ted Greenly, Council member
Chris Bledsoe, Council member
Doug McCollum, Council member
Ryan Cool, Council member (arrived 7:05 PM)

ABSENT:

Nedim Ogelman, Vice Mayor

STAFF:

David Mekarski, Town Manager
Sally Hankins, Town Attorney
Hooper McCann, Director of Administration
Patrick Sullivan, Director of Community Development
Erin Goodrich, Senior Planner
Sgt. Mike Owens, Police Dept.
Connie LeMarr, Assistant Director of Finance
Amie Ware, Division Manager-Parks and Recreation
Diana Hays, Town Clerk

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING:

Mayor Fraser called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance followed
and was led by scouts from Boy Scout Troops 969 and 39.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL:

None
PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS:

None
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

None
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PRESENTATIO NS:

None
CITIZEN AND BUSINESS COMMENTS:

Mayor Fraser granted speakers three minutes.
Scott Warner, 121 S. 29th Street, came forward to talk about comments made on May 8 about
Upper Loudoun Football and not playing at Fireman's Field this upcoming season and were
assured on at least two occasions that their usage fees would not increase. Mr. Warner added
~at Upper Loudoun Football was presented with a contract requiring they pay more than three
times what they paid last season. Mr. Warner submitted his written comments for the record.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Council member McCollum thanked staff, Council and others who were involved with helping
to get Dragon Hops open on time.
Council member Greenly welcomed the scouts and addressed Mr. Warner's comments and that
he had spoken from his perspective at the last meeting. Council member Greenly stated he
believed that the league had decided to pursue other options.
Council member Cool had no comments.
Council member Bledsoe thanked Mr. Warner for his comments, welcomed the scouts, and
thanked staff for supporting Dragon Hops. Council member Bledsoe talked about the Music
and Arts Festival and the work that went into it, and that he would share his thoughts for future
festivals. Council member Bledsoe congratulated Discover Purcellville as the first recipient of
the James " Doc" Wiley Leadership in the Arts Award for their contributions to the arts to the
community.
Mayor Fraser stated that relative to Upper Loudoun Youth Football League that he anticipates
in the next month or so that there will be a joint proposal with the County for a resolution.
Mayor Fraser added that they have been actively negotiating with Shaun Alexander and Tony
Buffington and team. Mayor Fraser stated on May 11 he met with Greg Jordan, Director of
Outreach at the University of Maryland Center of Advanced Transportation Technology to
look into enabling the town to be equipped to map the course for transportation improvements
around town and in western Loudoun. Mayor Fraser added he met with Tony Pucciarella and
Jim Alexander, Directors ofUAS (Unmanned Ariel System Test Site) of the University of
Maryland as they are interested in plans for the Aberdeen site in collaboration with the County.
Mayor Fraser stated he toured the Aberdeen property and thanked staff for coordinating to take
the water out from the basement of a property built in the 1800s. Mayor Fraser stated he gave a
proclamation for the Project Horse Enhancement Center for their 10 year anniversary.
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DISCUSSION/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
a.

Purcellville Police Department Monthly Report

Sgt. Owens introduced the report. Council had no questions or comments.

b.

Public Works Monthly Operations Report

David Mekarski introduced the item and talked about the water summit that was held with staff
at all levels to discuss the town ' s water operations and critical infrastructure, and added that a
second meeting will be scheduled soon and held in a public setting.

c.

Economic Development Monthly Report

Patrick Sullivan noted the Catoctin Comer traffic light is being finished, the Ball property on
32°d Street will begin work in the next month and there were 41 new jobs last month, mostly

due to the opening of Mod. Mr. Sullivan added the gas station cannot open until the light is
functional , and that the bakery in the old Trail's End building should be opened at the end of
the month.

d.

Update on the Status of the Organizational Assessment

Council member Greenly stated that the group has narrowed from 14 firms to 4 and that
interviews are scheduled for June 4 and 5. Council member Greenly noted that each member of
the group independently ranked each firm to determine the final four and that a selection would
be made in June to begin in July.

e.
Purcellville's Planning Commission Draft Comments on Draft Envision
Loudoun County Comprehensive Plan
Erin Goodrich introduced the item and noted the County is seeking comments from the town
on their Comprehensive Plan Draft and that that the Planning Commission has recommended
the changes shown in the staff report. Ms. Goodrich stated the purpose for the item was to
incorporate any changes by Council to be summarized and voted on by Town Council and sent
to Planning staff for consideration. Planning Commissioner Chairman Tip Stinnette explained
the process to date for the County' s Comprehensive Plan.
Council member McCollum stated he does not feel the town is stating strongly enough the
position of preserving the rural area. Chainnan Stinnette requested the Council come in at a
combined Hamilton/Purcellville/Round Hill position with thoughts on the Comprehensive
Plan. Council member McCollum suggested a proposed draft be forwarded to Council to
circulate to other jurisdictions. Mayor Fraser stated he expects for Council to read the
document and provide input to be presented to the Planning Commission as Purcellville's
position. Council member Cool suggested the Planning Commissioners from each of the towns
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meet. Chairman Stinnette talked about the importance of Comprehensive Water Resource
Study.

ACTION ITEMS:
a.

Tax Due Date Extension Options

Connie LeMarr stated that Virginia State Code requires tax bills be issued by U.S. Mail no later
than 14 days prior to the due date, and that staff strives to mail them 3 0 days prior to the due
date. Ms. LeMarr added that due to factors out of staffs control that bills were slightly delayed,
and requested Council guidance to either maintain the June 5 due date or extend the due date to
Monday, June 11 for business personal property and real estate tax bills.
Discussion took place about the extra week as well as additional advertising.
Council member McCollum made a motion that the Purcellville Town Council approve the
extension of the 2018 I51 halfreal estate and 2018 business personal property tax due date from
June 5, 2018 to June 11 , 2018 via resolution #18-05-02. As there was no second to the motion,
the motion failed.
Ms. LeMarr confirmed that the due date would stay as June 5, 2018.

b.
Budget Amendment Request for Revenue and Expenses Associated with
Fireman's Field Management Contract
Mayor Fraser asked if the item could be delayed until June. Hooper McCann stated staff has
been working to provide Shaun Alexander Enterprises with a good faith effort in regards to
payment and does not feel there is a deadline associated with payment. David Mekarski added
that the accountant would be providing additional data and feels a delay to the first meeting in
June would allow time for additional receipts.
Council member Bledsoe asked about the motions being different than expected from a budget
amendment, and feels that one budget amendment is aligned with the contract but that
controversy comes with the extended expenses being submitted by Shaun Alexander Enterprises
that would require an additional amendment and approval for funds , and expressed concern for
the expenses outside of the contract.
Discussion took place whether a motion was needed to approve the reimbursement as noted in
the contract, and whether or not to separate the motion.
Mayor Fraser restated that the motions could be separated and partially deferred until the
additional information is received. Connie LeMarr added that the contract is based on a calendar
year and appropriates are done by fiscal year.
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Sally Hankins clarified the future improvements that were dependent on the CIP is in the
contract but that second $25,000 is under item 7a and does allow for the additional $25,000 to be
spent by the town after SAE spends $25,000 to get to the $60,000.
Mayor Fraser stated that over the next two weeks would meet with staff, and deferred the item to
the next meeting.
c.

Verizon Wireless Tower Site Lease Agreement-4th Amendment

Council member Cool made a motion that the Town Council approve the Fourth Amendment to
the Tower Site Lease Agreement for CELLCO Partnership, d/b/a Verizon and authorize the
Town Manager to execute the amendment on behalf of the Town. The motion was seconded by
Council member Bledsoe.
Motion:
Council member Cool
Council member Bledsoe
Second:
4-0-1 absent-I abstain
Carried:
Cool:
Bledsoe:
Ogelman:
McCollum:
Greenly:
Mayor:

Aye
Aye
Absent
Aye
Aye
Abstain

d.
Process for Nomination and Appointment of Members to the Train Station
Advisory Board
Mayor Fraser stated the purpose for the item is to utilize the asset according to the Covenants
and Conditions.
Council member McCollum made a motion that the Purcellville Town Council approve the
process as stated for re-establishing the Train Station Advisory Board, and further move that the
Town Council approve the attached prospect letter to be used to share infonnation about the
purpose of the Train Station and the Advisory Board to the town's committees, commissions,
boards and citizens. The motion was seconded by Council member Greenly.
Council member Bledsoe made a friendly amendment to change the due date for nominations to
June 8. Council member McCollurn agreed to the change.
Council member McCollurn restated the motion that the Purcellville Town Council approve the
process as stated for re-establishing the Train Station Advisory Board, and further move that the
Town Council approve the attached prospect letter to be used to share information about the
purpose of the Train Station and the Advisory Board to the town' s committees, commissions,
boards, and citizens, and the process to submit nominations be completed by the close of
business on Friday, June 8. The motion was seconded by Council member Greenly.
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Motion:
Second:
Carried:

Council member McCollum
Council member Greenly
5-0-1 Absent

Cool:
Bledsoe:
Ogelman:
McCollum:
Greenly:
Mayor:
e.

Aye
Aye
Absent
Aye
Aye
Aye

American Chestnut Tree Gift - Planting on Town Property

Sally Hankins stated Council may accept the gift of the tree and that the letter received about the
gift stated the gentleman offering the tree would maintain it. Ms. Hankins stated the Town would
need to grant him permission to enter the property for the purpose of maintaining a town tree or
the gift can be accepted without permission of the offeror to maintain it, but participate as an
advisor.
Council member McCollum asked if the town's arborist has approved the proposed location.
Council member Greenly stated that the Tree and Beautification Committee discussed this at
their last meeting and that the arborist had approved the location. Council member McCollum
stated he preferred it all be transferred to the town.
Council member Bledsoe suggested that the gift be officially accepted and to direct the donor of
the trees to work with the town arborist and the Tree and Beautification Committee on the
location.
Council member Greenly made a motion that the Purcellville Town Council approve the
acceptance of the gift of the chestnut tree from Mr. Damon Cable, and further move that the
town will have responsibility for maintaining the gift.
Motion:
Second:
Carried:

Council member Greenly
Council member Bledsoe
5-0-1 Absent

Cool:
Bledsoe:
Ogelman:
McCollum:
Greenly:
Mayor:
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DISCUSSION OF ITEMS PROPOSED FOR FUTURE PRESENTATIONS/
RECOGNITION:
Council member Cool announced that the pavilion dedication to Miss Wendy Smith would
take place on June 9 followed by a Cannons game.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a.
b.
c.

April 18, 2018 Town Council Special Meeting/Budget Work Session
May 2, 2018 Town Council Special Meeting/Budget Work Session
May 8, 2018 Town Council Meeting

Council member Cool made a motion that the Town Council approve the minutes of the April
18, 2018 Town Council Special Meeting/Budget Work Session, the May 2, 2018 Town Council
Special Meeting/Budget work Session and the May 8, 2018 Town Council meeting and waive
reading. The motion was seconded by Council member and carried 5-0-1 absent.

ADJOURNMENT:
With no further business, Council member Bledsoe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at
8: 17 PM. The motion was seconded by Council member Greenly and carried 5-0-1 absent.

~~
Kwasi A. Frirser, Mayor
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Scott Warner, 121 South 29th Street, Purcellville
Honesty and Integrity
At the last town council meeting on May 8, there were
comments made by council members Greenly and Cool
about Upper Loudoun Football with regards to their not
playing at Firemen's Field this upcoming season (which
happens to be Upper Loudoun Football's soth
anniversary). While I appreciate what was said about
Shaun Alexander Enterprises and the Town still coming
to the table in an effort to possibly reach an agreement
with Upper Loudoun Football, it became painfully
obvious to me that there was one major thing left out,
which is this ... Upper Loudoun Football was assured on at
least two separate occasions that they would be allowed
'- to continue at Fireman's Field this upcoming season at
the same cost- period . Back in the late fall of 2017,
council member Cool attended an Upper Loudoun
Football meeting and assured/ promised the league that
the costs, at least for this upcoming season wou ld not
increase. Subsequently, at the Nov 14 town council
meeting, council member Cool invited Ms. Carolyn
Dobson to speak (Ms. Dobson was there representing

Shaun Alexander Enterprises and Play To Win). Ms.
Dobson stated that with regards to Upper Loudoun
Football 'we are committed to their continued
involvement and programming at the same cost with
increased service and support from our organization'.
Council member McColl um then asked for additional
assurance that the relationship with Upper Loudoun
Football and Little League Baseball would remain
constant - and Ms. Dobson replied that 'they are excited
to be partnering with them and keeping the status quo as
they have operated and used the facilities and fields for
almost 50 years'. What happened next is that Upper
Loudoun Football was presented with a contract
requiring that they pay more than 3 times what they paid
last season. What happened to the 'same cost'
promises?
So here's the challenge to the Town Council and to Shaun
Alexander Enterprises / Play to Win - and this is where
honesty and integrity come into play ... do you stay true
to your word? Do you figure out a way between you two
entities to make this football season happen at Fireman's
Field simply by following through on your promises? If

you do, then it becomes a win-win for everyone involved.
If you don't, then everyone loses ... big time.
Honesty and integrity... you either got it or you don't.
guess we'll find out soon enough.
Thank you for your time.

